Letter from Mary Jane Harris to Emily Harris, April 07, 1862 by Harris, Mary Jane

Transcription:
E Plainfield Apr 7th /62
My dear E
It seems a long while
since I wrote to you, But I will tell
you why I have waited thus, M wrote 
soon after receiving your last, which in-
formed you that she had rec’d a letter 
from L and he said in it, that he 
would write me soon, but no letter has 
come yet, I am feeling very anxious 
about him, I now write hoping I may get 
some information concerning him, I would 
write to him but do’nt know as my ad-
dress to him is correct, No doubt you have
it and I wish you would tell him for 
me, that a letter from him would com-
fort me exceedingly, especially if I hear 
he is well, and doing well, _ I rec’d a 
letter from Joseph the past week, we 
heard from other sources that he was 
sick, It is needless to say that I was
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anxious about him, But I will assure 
you I was glad, glad when his letter 
came, He says they have had several 
cases of small pox in their regt, one 
in Co G was taken on board the vessel 
after they had been five days out, Says 
he was the most dreadful looking sight 
he ever saw, and says I suspect this is 
what has been the trouble with me. 
although the Doctor did’nt call it so, per-
haps for a very good reason, Says I 
had percisely the same symptoms as 
those that are sick with the small-pox 
and to day I am covered all over with 
just such sores as the man on board 
the boat, though not a tenth part so 
many, But he has been vacinated, so 
his is not the real small-pox, His 
was written the 14th Ult says I am 
feeling pretty well to day, I do not 
regret his having it, if he gets well 
over it, But I would he was where 
I could administer to his wants 
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M & her family started for home 
last Wednesday, after they were 
gone I felt the most like being home-
sick of any time since I come here, 
I sent you a little maple sugar, I
wanted to give all a taste, and that 
was the first we made, It has been 
so cold and backward I think it doubt-
ful if we make much, I should have 
been glad to have sent the children 
something else, but we are having hard
times here too, Hope you will come 
and see us before long, and then I will 
try to look them up something, M 
said she meant to go and see you 
as soon as she could, maybe she will 
get there before this, __ Now I hope 
you will write just as soon as you 
can after getting this and let me 
know all about Leander, for the 
rumor about his enlisting in the 
ranks has not been substantiated yet 
But perhaps you can inform me.
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Last but not least I would
like to say a little upon those 
questions of yours, but this sheet 
will not admit of what I wish 
to say so I shall have to take 
another, I like your good large sheets
I must try to procure some.
Perhaps the snow has about gone 
with you but we have as much as 
four feet, the walls and fences are 
quite covered up, and the past 
week our boys have been sliding 
on the crust any where, it was 
excelent sliding, but last night there
was quite a snow storm, which has 
spoiled their fun I guess, Night 
before last they went up on the hill 
to have a slide, with some of the neigh-
bours boys, they said they ^could go a half
mile right through the fields and 
over the fences any where, But I 
guess it will settle before a great while
Harry was saying to day he did’nt believe we 
should have any warm weather
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You say I have taken Christs 
own words to prove that he was
the son of God, and words from the 
Bible to prove it the word of God. 
I do’nt recollect exactly what I wrote 
but I think you will find by refering 
that you are a little mistaken, in one point.
I quoted this to prove he Jesus was the 
son of God, (Not that this is the only evidence 
He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself, Now my dear E I have such 
an internal witness that Jesus is what 
he claims to be, and I have found his 
promises verified so many times that 
I could give up my life, sooner than 
my faith, But I think I said that 
we have abundance of evidence aside 
from the Bible, to prove that it is 
of divine origin, Now if I could express
clearly what I feel and understand, per-
haps my ideas would be more convincing 
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But I can refer you to others 
whose views and sentiments I can 
subscribe to. I have a book I should 
like to have you read, the arguments 
of which I think is very convincing. 
If you have a desire to read it I 
think you can get it, It was in the 
Teachers library in Hampstead, It was 
Dr Nelson’s cause and cure of infidelity 
I hope the title will not offend, but I 
would advise you to get and read it 
carefully, and try its proscriptions.
But I would just remind you that 
you have not answered my questions 
One was, If Jesus was not the son 
of God, or what he claimed to be, God 
manifest in the flesh, what does your 
hope of so future salvation rest on? 
I would recommend you to read the first 
or the twelve chapters of the acts of the
Apostles, Yes and believe what it 
says and there rest without a doubt 
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If I had thought in season I 
would have sent it by Margaret 
My book I mean, but I hope you 
will try to secure it, I think Mr 
Fulsome would get it for you if he 
is there, or any other you would like.
I hope you will be in earnest to get 
the truth, and seek for it as for hid 
treasure, and do’nt rest short of know-
ing you have it.
You have several times 
quoted from others, now permit me to do
the same, It is from a man who was for 
twelve years a preacher of universalism 
He says he was, while deceiving others him-
self deceived, At length the practical re-
sults of his preaching began to open his 
eyes, I felt says he, while preaching, 
like a lawgiver attempting to enforce, 
among the disolute, obedience to a law, 
to the violation of which no penalty 
was attached, I could urge men to repent 
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of sin, to reform, to love God, 
and serve him. Upon the the 
countenances of my hearers I seemed
to read the inquiry, Suppose we differ 
from you, and prefer the service of sin, 
and choose to rebel against God, what 
will be the consequence? The only ans-
wer I could give was, Nothing. You had 
better not live in sin; but if you do, 
you will be saved.
As to its effects he says, I have known 
moral men to embrace universalism, and contin-
ue moral: I have ^known men to embrace it, and become
immoral. I have known bad men to embrace it 
and continue as bad as ever. But never, in 
a single instance, have I known a bad man 
to be reformed by attending its preaching 
I could name the acknowledgments of others 
but I forbear, But that you may have 
your faith built upon the sure foundation 
of the Prophets and Apotles, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone 
Is the earnest desire and prayer
Of Your Mother
